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The Response in Wales
• Prioritising SLC across Flying Start and as an element of some 

Families First projects

• Initially led by the need of the local area

FS guidance on SLC:
• https://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/cyp/150529-

guidance-on-speech-en-v1.pdf

https://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/cyp/150529-guidance-on-speech-en-v1.pdf


‘Learning to Talk’ Key messages
‘Talking is what we need to do and I will 

learn it all from you’
• Play your part right from the start
• Keep our language alive and I will thrive
• Our best place is face to face
• Sing me a rhyme at nappy time
• Talk, Talk, Talk – Please talk to me
• Listen to me, not the TV
• Let’s look at a book
• Let’s play everyday
• For clear speech keep my dummy out of reach 



SLC Guidance updated in May 2017

•Understanding SLC
•Types of SLC support
•Working with parents 
•Identification of SLCN
•Workforce development 
•Evaluation and monitoring 



Flying Start CEN

•Biannual meetings with representation from all 22 
LAs and 7HBs including FF SLT for Torfaen
•Supported by RCSLT, including OM project
• Joint planning, feed into WG
•A strong voice for the profession...



SLT role in universal and targeted provision
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Change in the Environment: Torfaen
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Bridgend
•NHS award received by Bridgend FS SLT 
service in 2015

•Working with childcare settings to reduce 
language delay 2-3 year olds

•Post intervention 68% of those worse 
affected had improved  



Blaenau Gwent
•Almost ¾ of those engaged in the Elklan ‘Let’s Talk with your 
Baby’ programme scored green.  Compared to those that hadn’t 
attended, those that did were twice as likely to have a green 
outcome.



“[she is] babbling 

more, trying to 

talk”
“vast 

improvement 

in only the four 

visits
”

“when she 

babbles I 

interpret what 

she is babbling 

about”

“great to have this 

helpful team in 

developing my 

daughter’s 

language”
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Language as a wellbeing indicator

•Using FS evidence to influence wider public health 
agenda
•AHPs in PHW framework
•1st 1000 days
•ACES
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Any Questions?

•Catherine Pape 
Catherine.Pape@wales.nhs.uk

•Bethan Petchey 
Bethan.Petchey@wales.nhs.uk
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