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Developmental 
Language Disorder

Overview of Developmental Language 
Disorder

Outline risk and protective factors

What should practitioners be looking out 
for?

What can practitioners do to help?

Overview of the ComIT DLD Toolkit



SLCN is the most under-identified 

Additional Learning Need, but the 
most common

DLD = Developmental Language 
Disorder

10% of children have long term 

SLCN that needs support. Robust, 
early identification is essential.
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Speech, 

Language and 

Communication 

Needs (SLCN)

The prevalence of speech, language and communication needs in Children.



Darcie’s Story – Speech and Language UK 
Developmental Language Disorder Awareness (speechandlanguage.org.uk)

What is the 
impact on Darcie? 

How does this 
relate to children in 

your setting?

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/dld/


The report into the review of early language screening suitable for 

children in Wales aged 0-5 years included a summary of risk and protective 

factors for SLC development. These factors should be considered, together 

with the child’s presenting skills, each time a practitioner assesses a child’s 

SLC and their risk of developing SLCN.

Risk and 

Protective factors 

associated with 

SLCN

Physiological Factors Risk Factors Protective Factors

Antenatal Factors Premature Birth Being born full term

Biological Sex Male Female

Hearing Sensorineural hearing loss No hearing loss

Temperament Shy children/low sociability. 
Reactive temperament 

Sociable, more persistent 
temperament
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https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2022-08/review-of-early-language-screening-suitable-for-children-in-wales-from-birth-to-5-years.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2022-08/review-of-early-language-screening-suitable-for-children-in-wales-from-birth-to-5-years.pdf


Family 

factors 

associat

ed with 

risk and 

protecti

ve 

factors 

for SLC
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Family and Environmental 

Factors

Risk Factors Protective Factors

Maternal age Mother aged under 30 years old 

at birth of first child

Mothers aged over 30 years old 

at birth of first child

Family history of SLCN History of an immediate family 

member with Developmental 

Language Disorder

n/a

Socio-economic status Low socio-economic status n/a

Parents level of education Low level of parental education High level of parental education. 

Knowledge of child development 

Quality of interaction Limited child-directed speech. 

Limited exposure to varied 

vocabulary

High levels of child-directed 

speech, exposure to wide 

vocabulary

Book sharing Limited exposure to books or 

book-sharing activities

Frequent book sharing activities 

and access to books

Childcare n/a Exposure to childcare settings 

and other language role models

Risk and 

Protective factors 

associated with 

SLCN



Risk and 

Protective Factors 

in relation to SLC 

skills Developmental Feature Risk Factors Protective Factors

Babble Absent or limited babble Using babble at appropriate 

developmental level

Gesture Absent pointing and limited 

use of gestures

Use of pointing and 

gestures

Severity of difficulty Receptive and expressive 

language difficulties. Large 

gap between expected level 

of language and level child 

is functioning at

Reaching developmental 

language milestones

Vocabulary Limited expressive 

vocabulary

Wide vocabulary use

Grammatical markers Lack of grammatical 

markers e.g. auxiliary verbs 

‘is/are’ past tense ‘-ed’ and 

plurals

Using grammatical 

structures at an age 

appropriate level
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In the first year 1-2 years 2-3 years 
• No babbling or other sounds by 

6 months

• No pointing by 15 months

• No simple gestures (e.g. shakes 

head) by 12 months

Not responding to speech and/or 
sounds

Minimal or no attempts to 
communicate or interact 

Minimal interaction

Does not display intention to 
communicate 

Minimal reaction to spoken 

language

Regression or no progression 

At any age

• Infant not engaging with parent/carers or with the environment

• Parents/carers not responding to child’s attempts to communicate 

Adapted from Ebbels et al (2019) and CATALISE, (2016)

Things to 

Look Out for 
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Developmental Language Disorder / DLD: What is DLD and how can I 
tell if my child has DLD? - BBC Tiny Happy People

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/what-is-dld/z86p3qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/what-is-dld/z86p3qt
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Diolch 
Communication Intervention Team (ComIT)

sencom@torfaen.gov.uk 
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