Case Study 1

The Pop-up Play Roadshow, by Play Caerphilly, was launched to bring play opportunities to deprived communities within Caerphilly Borough for children aged 5-12 years. This program aimed to provide children in rural and deprived areas with access to play and nutritious food during school holidays.

The Roadshows were delivered by Play Caerphilly Playworker staff, who equipped a play van with a variety of fun play equipment and transported it directly to local communities. Each session lasted for 2 hours before moving on to the next location, maximising the number of communities engaged and ensuring as many children as possible benefitted from the initiative.

Since the programme started in August 2024, Play Caerphilly has successfully delivered 24 open access play sessions, engaging over 500 children. The overwhelming success of the program has led to plans for its continuation during every school holiday moving forward.

The success of the Pop-up Play Roadshow was strengthened by strong collaboration with local community centres, the Groundworks team, and local Community Councils. These partnerships were crucial in providing rich play opportunities for children and young people, ensuring the program's reach and impact were maximised.

Feedback from sessions was overwhelmingly positive. Many families expressed their gratitude for having access to a free summer holiday provision, often a rarity. The affordability of the sessions was particularly appreciated by families with multiple children, who often find holiday activities financially challenging. Parents highlighted the joy and relief of being able to attend a well-organised, engaging, and cost-free event.

The Pop-up Play Roadshow has proven to be an invaluable initiative for the Caerphilly Borough, offering essential play opportunities and support to children and their families. The continued commitment to this program promises ongoing benefits for the community, fostering a supportive and engaging environment for children during school holidays.

